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Dtii  CONGRESS    WW     wy  /^/^OO 

2D  SESSION  J^^  OUOZ 

To  aiiic'iKl  title  XMII  of  tlio  Social  Soinirity  Act  to  for  cxijaiuicd 

covcrafjc  of  paramedic  iiiteivcpt  sei^xnccs  under  tlu'  jMedieure  Projiraiu. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATR^S 

May  1 6,  2008 

Ms.  DhIjAI  Ro  (for  lierself.  Mi-.  Caksox,  Mr.  Booz.MAX,  and  Mi-.  Platts)  in- 
troduced the  foilowinii'  l)ill;  wliicii  was  refei-red  to  tlie  ("onnnittee  on  En- 
ei-fiy  and  Conunerce,  and  in  addition  to  the  Connuittee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  foi-  a  period  to  be  sul).se(iuently  determined  by  tiie  S])eal\er,  in 
eacii  case  for  consideration  of  sucii  provisions  as  fail  within  the  jni-isdic- 
tion  of  the  connnittee  concerned 


A  BILL 

To  anieiid  title  XAIII  of  the  Social  Security  Act  to  ])r(ni(le 
for  ex}:)aii(le(l  coverag'e  of  ])arame(lic  intercept  sendees 
under  the  jVIedicare  Program. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  SECTION  1.  SHORT  TITLE. 

4  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  ''Medicare  Paramedic 

5  Interce])t  Services  Coverage  Act  of  2008". 


2 

1  SEC.  2.  EXPANDED  COVERAGE  OF  PARAMEDIC  INTERCEPT 

2  SERVICES  UNDER  THE  MEDICARE  PROGRAM. 

3  (a)  In  Generai.. — Section  4531(e)  of  the  Balanced 

4  Budfi-et  Act  of  1997  (111  Stat.  452;  42  U.S.C.  1395x 

5  note)  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

6  "(c)  Payment  for  Paiumedic  Intercept  Service 

7  Pron'iders. — 

8  "(1)  In  (JENEILVL. — In  promulgating:  regida- 

9  tions  to  carry  out  section  1861(s)(7)  of  the  Social 

10  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1395x(s)(7))  ^^^th  respect  to 

1 1  the  coverage  of  ambulance  sendees,  the  Secretaiy  of 

12  Health  and  Human  Sennces  shall  include  coverag-e 

13  of  advanced  life  supjiort  interce])t  semces  (in  this 

14  subsection  referred  to  as  'iVLS  interceiit  services'). 

15  "(2)  Conditions  of  coveiucje. — For  the  pur- 

16  jwses  of  this  subsection,  iVIjS  intercept  semces  con- 

17  sist  of  a  qualified  i)aramedie  pro\ading  ALS  level 

18  senices  in  connection  with  the  ti-ansi)ort  of  a  i)atient 

19  by  an  ambulance  (lualified  to  ])r(mde  oidy  a  basic 

20  life  su])i)ort  level  of  sei-vices  if  the  following  condi- 

21  tions  are  met: 

22  "(A)  The  entity  providing  the  ambulance 

23  transportation  is  a  i)ub]ic,  non-profit,  or  volun- 

24  teer  organization  which — 
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1  "(i)  is  certified  as  qualified  to  provide 

2  ambulance  senices  under  title  X\1II  of 

3  the  Social  Security  Act:  and 

4  "(ii)  i^xnides  only  basic  life  sup]K)rt 

5  sendees  at  the  time  of  the  intercept. 

6  "(B)  The  paramedic  pnmduiji'  such  seiy- 

7  ices  is  not  em])loyed  or  compensated  by  the  en- 

8  tity  pro^^ding•  the  ambulance  trans])ortation  and 

9  the  entity  employing:  or  compensating'  such 

10  paramedic  is  not  related  to  the  entity  i)r(niding' 

1 1  the  ambulance  transi)ortation. 

12  "(C)  The  AIjS  intercei)t  senices  are  I'e- 

13  quested  by  the  entity  i)r()\i(ling  the  ambulance 

14  trans])ortation  or  aiv  dispatched  to  coordinate 

15  with  such  entity  and  such  senices  are  medically 

16  necessaiy  based  on  the  medical  condition  for 

17  which  they  ai'e  dispatched. 

18  "(D)  The  entity  that  is  empkning  or  com- 

19  pensating  that  paramedic — 

20  "(i)  is  certified  as  qualified  to  i)ro-\ide 

21  such  senices  under  such  title;  and 

22  "(ii)  bills  all  indi\iduals  (or  their  in- 

23  surers)  \y\\o  receive  ALS  intercept  senices 

24  from  the  entity,  regardless  of  AA  hethei-  such 
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indhidnals  are  beneficiaries  uiulei"  such 


2 


title. 
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(E)  The  paramedic  prcmdiiig'  the  inter- 


4 


eept  semces  aeconii)anies  and  pro\ides  an  ALS 


5 


assessment  or  AIjS  inten-ention  to  the  ])atient 


6 


dm-hig  tlie  transpoi-t.". 
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(b)  Payments  Not  Counted  in  Computincj  ^Vjmbtt- 


8  LANt'E  Fee  Sciieditle  Amounts. — The  Secretaiy  of 

9  Health  and  Unman  Senices  shall  not  take  into  account 

10  any  ]ia,Mnents  made  pursuant  to  the  amendment  made  by 

11  subsection  (a)  in  determinhiti-  j^a.Mnent  amounts  under  the 

12  ambulance  fee  schedule  undei-  section  1834(1)  of  the  Social 

13  Security  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1395m(l)),  or  the  a^iiregate 

14  amount  of  pa.Muents  under  such  section,  for  any  year. 

15  (c)  Efh^ctive  Date. — The  amendment  made  by 

16  subsection  (a)  shall  ai)])ly  ^^^th  resjiect  to  ambulance  serv- 

17  ices  pro\ided  on  or  after  Januaiy  1,  2009. 
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